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Abstract
The study of commercial weights, which developed in the second half of the
19th century (Hultsch 1862; Pernice 1894), is most of the time not taken in
account in economic archaeology, although recent research has shown that these
instrumenta are fundamental to understanding the functioning of both Classical
and Hellenistic economies. 20th century archaeological excavations have brought
to light many weights, which have been more or less comprehensively published,
but which have rarely been studied as a series—with some exceptions, such
as the weights from the Athenian Agora (Lang 1964) or from Olympia (Hitzl
1996). Nowadays, more than 2,000 weights are registered in Greece and around
7,500 in Turkey, half of them from public and private collections, half of them
from archaeological excavations; many weights remain unpublished. Dispersed
objects, disparate information and imprecise data together constitute a major
obstacle to a comprehensive approach. The creation of an open access ...
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General Principles of the Pondera Online Database
• MySQL relational database
• Based on the nomisma.org standards
• Online, Open access
• Selected contributors
• Trilingual: English, French, German
• Detailed search tools, in order to generate Excel tables, graphs, 
maps, etc.
• Conceived for ancient Greek weights, but easily adaptable to 
specific needs (e.g. other period and/or other region)
• Project funded by the Belgian Funds for Scientific Research 
(FNRS) for two years (July 2016 – July 2018)
Structure of the Pondera Online Database
• Photographs of the weight
• Denomination(s) of the weight (based on                       )
e.g. 1 Talent, 2 Minas, 1/3 Stater, etc.
• Place of production = “mint” (based on                       )
e.g. Athens, Olympia, etc.
• Finding Place (based on the IS0 3166-2)
e.g. Attica (GR-A1), Boiotia (GR-03), Euboia (GR-04), etc.
• Storage place(s)
e.g. Archaeological Society (25/05/1884 -31/12/1901), 
National Archaeological Museum (01/01/1902 - 13/06/1912), 
Numismatic Museum (13/06/1912 – today)
Structure of the Pondera Online Database
• Dating of the weight
e.g. Archaic period (8th–6th c. BCE), Classical period (5th-4th c. 
BCE), etc.
• Archaeological description:
- Material: e.g. bronze, lead, silver, stone, glass, etc. (cf.                     )
- Size (in cm): length x width x height (cf.                      ) 
- Shape: e.g. triangle, square, pyramid, sphere, etc.
- Main symbol: e.g. dolphin, turtle, amphora, etc. (cf.                     )
- Wear and conservation status (based on                       )
Structure of the Pondera Online Database
• Inscription (if any):
- Fac-simile
- Edition (based on          EpiDoc standards)
• Object description [free text].
• Metrological analysis:
- Weight (based on                      ): e.g. 220g (for ½ mina)
- Standard weight: e.g. 440g (i.e. 1 mina)
• Hyperlink to another database
• Free commentary
• Bibliography
Architecture of the Pondera Online Database
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